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ABSTRACT 
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INTRODUCTION 



Purpose of Committee 

The joint Library Board/School Board Comm: tLee was formed at the request 
of the Board of Supervisors to consider the feasibility of providing 
community library service in the ChantiJly High School. The Committee 
considered the problem and concluded as of June 27, 1972* the following: 

1. It is too late to modify the Chantilly High School to provide 
a community library. 

2* The library as planned is not adaptable to be a community 
library. 

3. The library could not be available tc the public until 
late afternoon or evening. 

4. There will be heavy community use of this building through 
various adult programs. This, coupled with school use, will 
place a high demand on parking spaces. 

5. The community will look to the Library Board to provide temporary 
facilities. 

6. The Committee will continue to explore other means of providing 
community library facilities in subsequent building programs and 
will also look to means of working together. 

Pursuant to item //6 above, the Committee asked both Boards to authorize 
staff to conduct a joint study of the problem as it pertains to feasibility 
for the proposed Reston-Dranesville High School. The two Boards concurred in 
passage of the joint resolution: 

Whereas the two boards have met in joint committee to 
consider the feasibility of a joint library at Chantilly 
High School and 

Whereas it has been determined that such an arrangement 
was not feasible at this school, but recognizing that there 
is a continuing interest in investigating joint library 
facilities, 

Therefore, be it resolved that the two boards authorize the 
formation of a joint task force of staff personnel to inves- 
tigate the experiences of other jurisdictions, the relation- 
ships that already exist between the Fairfax school system and 
public library system and to make recommendations to the 
joint committee by May 1, 1973. 

The adopted resolution enlarged the scope of the study to include investigation 
of experiences of other jurisdictions with joint library facilities and also 



*Memorandum from Dr. Jack Davis to Dr. George J. Kelley, 6-29-72. 



the relationships that already exist between the public library and school 
sys terns • Therefore, the Staff Committee proceeded to meet regularly with a 
deadline of May 1 for completion of a report to the joint Board Committee, 

Criteria used for the study and recommendations were as follows: 

1, Maintenance of quality library service to all citizens according 
to adopted Goals and Objectives. 

2, Compliance with current local educational concepts through 
maintenance of decentralized curriculum-oriented library 
resource centers, 

3, Maintenance of standards required by appropriate accreditation 
and certification agencies. 

4, Compliance with statutes for provision of quality library services, 

5, Recognition of levels of use by patrons of different types of 
libraries in Fairfax County, 

6, Awareness of goals and objectives of the respective systems, 

7, Concern for existing and needed areas of cooperation and communication 
among libraries of all types. 



Membership of .Committees 
Joint Board Committee; 

Mr. Gene Bergoffen, School Board 
Mr. Alfred Hodgson, School Board 
Dr. Walter Ristow, Library Board 
Mrs, Helen Spotswood, Library Board 

Staff Committee: 



Mr, William L. Whitesides 
Miss M. Patricia Carey 
Mrs, Barbara Waserman 
Miss Nancy Bates 



Mrs. Elsie Brumback 
Mr. Victor Lindquist 
Dr. Charles Davis 
Mr, Ronald Savage 



* 

STUDY DliiVELOPMENT 



Background research was done on school-housed public libraries in three 
areas : 

1. Actual case studies 

2. Laws, regulations, and standards 

3 • Other considerations , particularly: 

a. Book selection criteria 

b* Academic studies known to be under way 

c. Locally conducted studies 

Generally, actual case studies paint a fairly dismal picture of past 
attempts in this direction. Of fourteen library systems trying this 
approach, none were considered to be a complete success. The majority 
(57%) eventually closed down their school-housed public libraries. Of 
those still trying to make a go of it, problems mentioned were tab- 
ulated with the following results: 



Type of Problem % of Response 

Staff 6 

Supplies 6 

Noise 3 

Administrative 22 

Location 16 

Overcrowding g 

Non-use by public 25 

Parking 3 

Systems mentioning no problems 9 

(Roundoff error) 1 



Total 100% 



The actual case studies, listed as Past Experiences with Joint Sdhool/Public 
Libraries, and Current Joint Operations, follow. 
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Laws, Regulations and Standards 



Most of the laws and standards in the outline provided tend to point 
up the differences in purpose and function between school media 
centers and public libraries. It is interesting that federal grants 
for public library construction pr public services specifically ex- 
clude school-housed public libraries. While not too grave a considera 
tion now, considering the FY 1973 H.E.W. appropriations, it would be 
an unfortunate situation for public library service to be retarded, 
thereby, in future years. 
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OTllKR CONSIDKRATIONS 



Book Selection Criteria 



The collection in the school library must be curriculum-oriented to supply 
the needs of the pupil and the teacher • The collection in the public library 
must supply the needs of the general public from the pre-schooler ■:o the 
senior citizen- Since the objectives of the two collections have entirely 
different goals, how much of any existing budget will be spent for instruc- 
tional material and how much will be spent for general interest material? 
Whatever the decision, one user, either the student or the public, will 
suffer. 



The open collection concept, an integral part of public library service, 
will undoubtedly be a cause of some parental concern if it is applied to a 
school library situation. We urge you to read " 'impressionable Minds' .... 
'Forbidden Subjects': A Case in Point." (Library Journal, February 15, 1973, 
p, 595). It starts: 

"in most respects the drama was all too ordinary. It began as it 
usually does, when a parent discovered that a school library was 
exposing students' impressionable minds to "forbidden" subjects. 
In this Queens, New York version, the book was Down These Mean 
Streets (Knopf, 1967) the highly acclaimed book autobiography by 
Piri Thomas portraying the process of growing up in the Puerto 
Rican ghetto of East Harlem in New York City." 

This article cites many examples of censorship in school libraries. 



And, in Virginia - 



No book, pamphlet, or other printed material on sex education shall be made 
available for circulation through the school libraries, or resource or media 
centers for the students of any public schools unless such material has been 
approved by the State Board of Education. (Approved by the State Board of 
Education on August 19, 1970.) 

Selection of Materials 
(Books, Periodicals, Newspapers, Audio-Visual) 



School 

Selection is the immediate respon- 
sibility of the librarian under the 
authority of the principal whose 
chief responsibility is education 
of a school population. 



Public 

The public librarian's selection is 
under the authority of the Director - 
a librarian whose chief responsibility 
is provision of books and information 
for a diversified public. 



Library is the dispersed resource 
center for a school's instruction- 
al materials - necessarily curricu- 
lum-oriented* 



Library offers materials on a timely 
basis to satisfy the prevalent tastes 
and needs o£ the adults in the community 
as well as a diversity of materials in 
recognition of changing minority interests. 



School (cont'd) 



i'ubllc (cont'd) 



There is heavy emphasis on audio- 
visual training and integration 
of teaching aids* 

The librarian and the teacher 
work as a team in previewing, 
evaluating, and selecting 
materials from recommended lists, 
that will do the best job in 
teaching particular concepts to 
students • 

Books are almost 100% educational. 



Audio-visual materials are recreational, 
cultural, or informational. 



Library maintains an open collection (no 
locked shelves) of materials to suit 
variety of tastes, with the recognition 
that those which offend, shock or bore 
one adult may be considered meaningful 
or significant to another. 



Books acquired for 40% .recreational 
reading. 



Academic Studies Known to be Underway 

A survey of the current literature reveals only one report which can be 
dignified with the title of "study," The North Texas State University 
has received a grant of $100,000 to study the merging of public and school 
libraries in Olney, Texas, 

This three-year study will assist Olney in merging functions and services 
of its library facilities, discover the problems associated with the merger 
and evaluate the effectiveness of the merged ' library , Questionnaires are * 
being designed to find out the library needs of the community. After the 
merger takes place the results will be compared with a second questionnaire 
that will reveal the community's attitude towards the new library. 

While Olney, Texas with a population of 4,000 cannot be in any way similar 
to Fairfax County, the project will be the first scientifically-conducted 
study known by this committee. 
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Locally Conducted Studies 



In order to develop a picture of Fairfax County Library users, both school 
and public, the results of several surveys were included. Although not 
specifically directed toward the question of school-housed public libraries, 
these studies do make available facts which provide a useful background for 
the projection of certain effects that a school-housed public library might 
have. 

1. Student Use Surveys 

a. Student use of school libraries: 

A 1971 survey requested by the School Board, this is a tally 
of the percentage of students making daily use of the school 
library, 

b. Student use of public libraries: 

A questionnaire, administered to students using the public 
library, was used to tabulate the number of students who, 
for various reasons, used the public library. The survey was 
conducted by school personnel at Central (Fairfax), Patrick Henry 
(Vienna), and Richard Byrd (Springfield) Libraries in 1973, 

c. College students* library resources: 

Currently in progress, this survey by the ^?orthern Virginia Center, 
University of Virginia, is an attempt to identify library facilitie.i 
used by students of the College, Conceived as a result cf the 
Networking Convocation, preliminary results show that the primary 
resources for most of the students are: 

Fairfax County Public Library 

George Mason University Library 
Final results will be distributed as addenda when available, 

2, Public Use Survey 

a. Carter Glass and George Mason Libraries: 

Survey was a head count of all borrowers in the Carter Glass (Res ton) 
Branch Library and George Mason Regional Library, 
The results give statistical data on who uses the library when . 
Borrowers were separated by age to determine the pattern of use. 
Please note that in the public library many adults prefer the daytime 
hours. This preference can cause considerable disruption of 
school activity in a school"housed library, 

b, Wakefield Report on Anderson Survey: 

Based on data gathered in connection with the Anderson Report (1969), 
this is an analysis of several variables hitherto untabulated, A 
summary of the findings of this analysis (1973) is provided. 
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1971 Survey: February Library Usage Statistics* 

As requested by Mr. Davis and the School Board, there was a record kept 
during the month of February in all school libraries of students using 
library facilities from 8 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. The statistics gathered 
have been summarized by areas and are attached for presentation to Mr. Davis 
and/or the School Board. 

County-wide the statistics are: 



Elementary - 37 1/2 % of student population using library daily 
Intermediate - 28 1/2 % of student population using library daily 
High School - 45 1/4 % of student population using library daily 



Some points that must be considered in a statistical report such as this are: 

1. The Time-to-Teach program at the elementary level does not 
permit flexible scheduling or the "open" library concept 
but blocks in thirty students per period for the larger 
part of the school day. 

2. The seating capacity in many of our older elementary 
schools is 35 students or less. 



3. Classroom learning centers and resource centers at the 
elementary level and departmental centers at the 
secondary level are satellite library centers that 
are not reflected in this report. 

4. The first two weeks of February was the beginning of 
the second semester and library usage was down due 

to the re-organization and orientation that accompanies 
this change in the various departments. 

5. Other factors that need consideration are: 



a. Flu epidemic throughout the month 

b. Renovation of nine libraries in progress 

c. Eye screening in some libraries in February 

d. No late buses much of the time and two late 
openings due to inclement weather conditions. 



Individual school data sheets with comments from the school library staff 
are available for perusal by individual Board members if desired. 



^^Copy of Memorandum from Mrs. Elsie L. Brumback to Mr. Emory Chesley 



ERIC 




JOINT STUDY SURVEY 
FAIRFAX COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
AND 

FAIRFAX COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
MARCH 12-19, 1973 



I. DO YOU ATTEND A FAIRFAX COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOL? YES NO 



IF YOUR ANSWER IS YES, PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS; 

II. WHAT LEVEL? 

ELEMENTARY 



INTERMEDIATE, 
HIGH SCHOOL 



III, WHAT IS YOUR MAIN PURPOSE IN USING THE FAIRFAX COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY? 



1, Reference and research 



1. Check out a book(s) 



Which kind? Fiction Easy_ 



Noa-Fiction Paperback 

3, To meet my friends and browse 

4, Use their copying equipment 

5, Other 

IV- DID YOU TRY YOUR SCHOOL LIBRARY FIRST? YES N0_ 

If NO, Why not? 1) Forgot about assignment 

2) Not enough time 



3) Did not think materials would be available 

4) Like the ^''ublic Library better ^ 

5) Other 

If YES, why did you need to use the Public Library? 

1) Materials were not available in school library 



2) Needed extra materials 

3) Materials were already checked out_ 

4) Otlier ^ 



mm YOU HAVE COMPLETED ALL QUESTIONS, PLEASE RETURN QUESTIONNAIRE TO DESK, 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP I 
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Student Use Survey 



SCHOOL LIBRARY/PUBLIC LIBRARY 
SURVEY STATISTICS 
MARCH 13-19, 1973 



I. Total Students Using 3 Libraries 



3912 



Patrick Henry 1679 
Central 1493 
Thomas Jefferson 740 



II. Of these 



1916 were high school students 
1209 were elementary, students 
730 were intermediate students 
57^ were private and/or parochial students 



III, 



IV, 



Main Purpose in using F,C,P,L, 


Elemen- 


Inter- 


High 






tary 


mpdi A tp 






A. Reference & Research 


468 


524 


1469 


2461 


B. Check out: Fiction 


600 


311 


617 


1528 


Non-fiction 


437 


294 


654 


1385 


Easy Books 


274 


9 


62 


345 


Paperbacks 


115 


176 


353 


644 


C. Meet friends and browse 


53 


44 


88 


185 


D. Use Copying Equipment 


94 


105 


219 


418 


E. Other: (films, records, chess) 


115 


46 


140 


301 


Did you try your school library first? 








A. NO 


234 


254 


815 


1303 


1. Forgot about assignment 


10 


12 


27 


49 


2* Not enough time 


62 


74 


190 


326 


3. Didn't think materials 










would be available 


71 


102 


412 


585 


4. Just like to use P,L, better 


183 


156 


550 


889 


5. Other 


76 


54 


128 


258 


B, YES 


861 


463 


884 


2208 


1, But mats, were not available 


408 


313 


697 


1418 


2, Needed extra materials 


333 


238 


565 


1136 


3, Materials were checked out 


160 


133 


290 


583 


4, Other 


255 


66 


100 


421 



V. Comments Written Most Frequently on Survey by Students: 

1st. I wanted to check out more than one (1) book at a time (elementary) 
2nd. Much better selection of materials at Public Library (H.S.) 
3rd. We don't have time to go to the library at school (Int. & H.S.) 
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4th. Kindergartners aren't allowed to check out books at school (elem.) 
5th, Materials, especially periodicals, of current materials not available 

and even if they were, we couldn' t .check them out (H,S,) 
6th, School Library not good for research - too noisy - also study periods 

not long enough to really use reference materials that don't circulate (U.S.) 
7th, All of the good materials have been "ripped off" 
8th, Public Library hours are more convenient when you* re involved in 

sports and after school activities (H,S,) 
9th. Teacher asked us to use the Public Library instead of school library (Int,) 
10th, I espec;ially like to check out the Public Library recordings. (H.S.) 

Observations made by survey takers: 

1, Students were very polite and cooperative, 

2, Much time and thought given to survey form by students. 

3, Parents seemed interested in survey and asked if results would be published. 

4, Students returning for 2nd and 3rd visits did not fill out a separate form 
so statistics are not 100% accurate. 

5, Many of the Public Library personnel were not informed about the survey - 
questioned the survey takers. 

6, Only 1 parent refused to have her child participate. 

7, Monday afternoon and night (early closing day) was the only time students 
seemed restless and not busy with assignments. 
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Public Use Survey 



A survey conducted by the Carter Glass Branch (located in Res ton) shows 
the library-visiting habits of residents for that area. If upgraded to 
a regional library, we know from experience that the absolute numbers of 
people should increase accordingly. Since the users would be, primarily, 
from this same area, it could be assumed that the percentage figures, 
however, would remain the same* 

Median circulation for a regional library in Fairfax County is 50,000 
transactions per month (see Monthly Report for April), We can expect 
that Reston, a high reading area, would normally maintain at least this 
level of circulation if a traditional regional library were available. 
There is reason to believe that the Reston Regional circulation will be 
even higher, based on the ratio of regis.tered borrowers to population. 
The Carter Glass Branch has consistently registered over 68% of the popu- 
lation in the service area, in comparison to 42% on a County-wide basis. 

However, we know from the experiences of other library systems, that adults are 
inclined not to use a school-housed public library during school hours. 
Assuming circulation to be proportional to library use, if we take the 
percentage of adults using the library during weekdays (Table 3) as a 
percentage of circulation (84%), then 42,000 transactions by adults could 
be expected to take place during the weekdays during a typical month,* 
Of these, the 48% (from Table 2) that occur during the hours 10-3 could 
be written off in a school-housed library environment. This amounts to 
20,100 transactions per month (i.e,, books read by individuals) that would 
be curtailed. Admittedly, some of these individuals might defer their 
visits until after school hours, but we know that in large branch libraries 
nearly half their business is conducted after 4 p,m, under normal circum- 
stances ,** 

Forcing the morning users out, then, would either (1) cause them to forgo 
their borrowing privileges, or (2) increase the evening workload virtually 
to crisis proportions. The only way to alleviate this problem would ha to 
make daytime facilities available by maintaining a satellite branch for the 
use of ndults and pre-school children who would normally use the library 
facilities during school hours. 

Table 4 shows the comparatively larger numbers of visitors involved in the 
daily use of a regional library. 
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^Actually, the number would be greater than this, since adults are known to 
check out many more books per person than do non-adults, 

**The Anderson Survey, whose results were garnered, primarily, from Central 
and the regional libraries, shows that 44,1% of the patrons use these larger 
branches during the evening hours (4-9 p,m,), 
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Table 1 

Survey of Patrons 

Carter Glass Library 

February 26 through March 22, 1973 



Weekdays : 


Adults 


Teens (13-19) 


Children (6-12) 


Infants 


10-12 


715 


23 


61 


173 




928 


82 


X J 7 




3-6 


1,027 


363 


497 


146 




/ JO 


224 


X J 'J 






1 /AO 

3,408 




Ota 

870 


542 


Saturdays : 










9-12 


185 


37 


56 


16 


12-3 


229 


56 


55 


30 


3-5 


99 


11 


29 


8 




513 


104 


140 


54 


Sundays: 










1-3 


88 


15 


42 


4 


3-5 


69 


25 


32 


6 




157 


40 


74 


10 


Total 


4,078 


836 


1,084 


606 



r 



ERIC 



2(> 



- 24 - 



Table 2 

Percentage of Age During Each Time Period 

Total 
Each 



Weekdays : 


Adults 


Teens 


Children 


Infants 


Period 




oi y 


3a 


7* 


32% 


18% 




O T 

27 


12 


18 


31 


24 


3-6 


30 


53 


57 


27 


37 


6-9 


22 


32 


18 


10 


21 


Total 


100% 


100% 


100% 


100% 




Saturdays: 












9-12 


36% 


36% 


40% 


30% 


36% 


12-3 


45 


54 


39 


56 


46 


J— 3 


19 


10 


21 


14 


18 


Total 


100^ 


100% 


100% 


100% 


100% 


Sundays i 










■ 


1 1 
1— J 


. 56% 


38% 


57% 


40% 


53% 


0 C 

j-j 


44 


62 


43 


60 


47 


Total 


100% 


1C0% 


100% 


100% 


100% 




Total Patrons During Survey Period: 


6,604 








Adults 


62% 










Teens 


13 










Children 


16 










Infants 


9 








Table 3 



Percentage Makeup of Those Present During Each Time Period 



Weekdays: 


Adults 


Teens 


Children 


Infants 


Total 


10-12 


74% 


2% 


6Z 


18% 


100% 


12-3 


70 


6 


12 


12 


100 


3-6 


51 


18 


24 


7 


100 


6-9 


63 


19 


13 


5 


100 


Total age 












makeup 


62% 


13% 


16% 


9% 


100% 


Saturdays; 












9-12 


63% 


13% 


19% 


5% 


100% 


12-3 


62 


15 


15 


8 


100 


3-5 


67 


7 


20 


6 


100 


Total age 












makeup 


63% 


13% 


17% 


7% 


100% 


Sundays: 












1-3 


59% 


10% 


28% 


3% 


100% 


3-5 


52 


19 


24 


5 


100 


Total age 












makeup 


56% 


14% 


26% 


4% 


100% 




Percentage o£ Weekdays and Weekends 








Adults 


Teens 


Children 


Infants 


Overall 


Weekdays 


84% 


83% 


80% 


89% 


83% 


Weekends 


16 


17 


20 


11 


17 


Total 


100% 


100% 


100% 


100% 


100% 
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Table 4 



Survey of Patrons 

George Mason Regional Library 

January 26 and 27, 1972 

Hours Adults Young People 

10-12 285 52 

12-3 338 44 

3-6 468 184 

6-9 427 181 



Percentage by Time: 


Adults 


Young People 


Overall 


10-12 


19% 


m 


17% 


12-3 


22 


10 


19 


3-6 


31 


40 


33 


6-9 


28 


39 


31 


Total 


100 


100 


100 



Percentage of Time by 
Age Group 

10-12 
12-3 

3-6 

6-9 



Adults 

85% 
88 
72 
70 



Young People 

15% 
12 

'28 

. 30 



Total 

100% 
100 
100 
100 



Overall Proportion of 
Adults and Young People: 



77% 



23% 



100% 
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Wakefield Report on Anderson Survey 



Summary of Report, 1973 

This report was based on data gathered from approximately 8,000 questionnaires 
administere^d to users of the Fairfax County Public Library system. The 
questionnaires were made up and distributed in connection with a study, 
informally known as the Anderson Report, whose purpose was to provide guide- 
lines for the size, location and physical layout of future branch libraries. 
This being the nature of the Anderson Report, only data related to travel 
patterns, and the like, was ever incorporated therein. 

By far the largest users of the library, the a^e group 25-64 makes up 52% 
of all users. The smallest group is composed of those 65 and pver (1%). 
Between these two e:?tremes are the high school ages, 15-19 (18%) > younger 
children, 11 and under (12%), junior high youths, 12-14 (11%), and college 
age, 20-24 (6%)* 

Thus, 59% of all public library users are age 20 and over. Of these, 63% 
use the library facilities during the day, but only 37% do so at night. 

The greatest single use of the public library is for recreational reading (39%). 
Nearly two-thirds of those using the library for this purpose are in the 25-64 
age group. The recreational readers usually frequent the library during the 
day (58%). 

I 

From these facts, it appears that one principal use of the library is recre- 
ational reading. This is done primarily by adults and, usually, is done 
during the daj^time hours. 



COOPKRATIVE PROJECTS OF FCPL AND FCPS SYSTEM 



Current Areas of Cooperation 

1. Copies of all Public Library Book Catalogs placed in all intermediate 
and secondary school libraries for use by teachers and students. 

2. Summer Reading Programs at Public Libraries advertised through 
school libraries. 

3. Joint Library Materials Bindery Bid. 

4. Public Library/School Library joint utilization survey. 

5. Joint publicity ventures for campaigns and projects (e.g. National 
Library Week "Lost Books" Campaign). 

6. Joint Book Selection Meetings with FCPL Branch Librarians and feeder 
School Librarians. 

7. Comparison of experiences with furniture and equipment for bid 
specification and purchase. 

Possible Areas of Cooperation 

1. Storytelling techniques classes to be taught to volunteer school 
patrons by Children's Services Librarian from Public Library. 

2. Videotape circulation system utilizing FCPS Videotape Library and 
FCPL facilities after school hours and on weekends. 

3. Computer terminals in all FCPL facilities for utilization of FCPS's 
time-sharing programs by students after school hours and on weekends. 

4. A Joint Reference Library in Education that would utilize FCPS's 
professional materials collection and FCPL's facilities » personnel, 
hours of availability and accessibility and location. 

5. Joint circulation privileges for the two 16mm film libraries currently 
available only to respective school patrons or public library patrons. 

6. Joint Reference meetings with High School librarians and Branch 
Reference librarians for selection of expensive reference materials 
and joint planning for "peak research paper" periods. 

7. Elimination of duplication of effort in technical processing (processing 
o£ library materials). 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 



The Staf£ Committee has spent many hours in review of the library and 
educational literature, in study of the respective systems' programs 
and coiicepLs, and in discussion of admitted prejudices, misunderstandings 
and other areas of professional attitude. The improved communication 
among professional practitioners, as a result of the above, proved that 
each participant is a human being with sincere concerns for performing to 
the maximum with available resources. It was this esprit-de-corps , which 
soon developed, that motivated the depth of the study which took place. 

All participants admitted, however, that the statement of findings and 
recommendations were not at all easy and, therefore, might easily be 
misunderstood as being superficial. The group has recognized that because 
of the complexity of the issue, .its impact on planning for Fairfax County, 
and its potential for the library and educational professions, that the 
statement, based on thorough research, be as concise as possible. Therefore, 
the sta££ committee recommends: 

1. That a joint facility is not feasible for a growing population. 

a. The degree of usage by Fairfax County citizens of all ages 
is too high. (see Public Use Survey) 

b. The extensive variety of material sought by most students 
cannot be satisfied by any one library. (See Student Use Survey) 

c. The diversity of demands by the out-of-school public cannot 
be met in view of the restrictions imposed by a school 
environment. (See Actual Cnse Studies) 

d. The educational concepts developed by school staff in cooperation 
with parents would be destroyed by re-centralizing the curriculum- 
oriented libraries. (See Criteria) 

2. That goals and objectives can best be achieved by recognition of 
separate responsibilities. 

a. The education of a school population is the primary objective 
of a school. (See Book Selection Criteria) 

b. The school library program is integrated with the instructional 
program and, in fact, emanates from the various curricular 
requirements. (See Book Selection Criteria) 

c. The public library has a broader objective of total information 
service for a much greater segment of population. (See Wakefield Report) 

d. The public library must be accessible, physically as well as 
psychologically, to all citizens and all elements of the area 

to be served, e.g., business and industry, college and university 
students, private and parochial school students, housewives, 
senior citizens as well as public school students. (See Laws, 
Regulations, and Standards) 
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That communication among librarians -^Nh^fun nynrnim l.a 

tinued and that potential areas of cooperation be vigorously 
pursued. (See Cooperative Projects ) * '■^^a±y 

a. The committee has identified and listed several areas of 
existing cooperation. 

b. The respective staffs, through expanded joint meetings, have 
identified fertile areas for increased cooperative effort. 

c. The staffs are enthusiastic about involvement in joint pro- 
jects such as relocation of the school system's professional 
collection into the George Mason Regional Library when it 

IS expanded. 

That the larger community of library interests be further involved 
in the process of developing a "network" of total library service 
to all citizens of Northern Virginia. service 

a. The Networking Convocation be expanded and reorganized under the 
aegis of the Consortium of Higher Education in Northern Sir gi^ia. 

The reciprocal borrowing privilege be continued and expanded 
to include Alexandria and Arlington when those jurisdictions 



b. 



c. The Northern Virginia "network" continue its informal relation- 
ships with the metropolitan area "network." via Council of 
Governments Librarians' Technical Committee. 
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UOINT'^BO^ARD^COMMITTEE^ACTION 



The Joint Board Committee, meeting on June 4, 1973, recommended: 

That the Staff Committee report be accepted with 
appreciation and that it be submitted to the two 
Boards meeting jointly. 

Amendments (additions) to RECOMMENDATIONS (p. 31) 

3. d. The respective staffs are encouraged to consider co-location 
of facilities wherever it is economically feasible. 

e. The respective staffs are encouraged to consider utilization 
of old school facilities for libraries wherever it is economi- 
cally feasible. 
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ADDENDUM TO SCHOOL-HOUSED PUBLIC LIBRARY COMMITTEE REPORT 



Library Use by Northern Virginia Center, University of Virginia Students 



An analysis of questionnaire results: 
Question 1 - 

Those listing books as the most needed outside material for 
their course accounted for 53% - more than all other categories 
combined. 

Question 2 - 

The library which the greatest percentage of respondents 
found roost useful was Fairfax County Public (28%). Interestingly, 
the sum of all the percentages of those listing some public 
library as most useful exceeded the total of all other types of 
libraries combined (57%). 

Question 3 - 

By far the leader in reasons for preference for a particular 
library was proximity to home or work (59%). Second, was selec- 
tion (38%). All other reasons accounted for only 3%. 

Some cursory conclusions may be drawn from these results: 

1. Most Northern Virginia Center students prefer the Fairfax 
County Public Library as a source for outside materials for 
schoolwork. 

2. The reasons for this preference are: 
a. Availability and convenience. 

* b. Book selection policies. 

3. Any change that would tend to restrict availability, convenience^ 
or book selection policies would, concomitantly attenuate the most 
valuable outside information source now utilized by this large 
segment of the public. 
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I 

USE OF LIBRARIES BY STUDENTS NORTHERN VIRGINIA 
REGIONAL CENTER OF THE UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA 

Name of Course 

!• WliaL kinds of material do you need for this course for outside reading, papers, 
projects, etc,? Rate J-5 (1 most needed, 5 least needed) 

/ / Books 

/ / Professional or trade journals 

/ / Non-book materials (recordings, films trips, etc.) 
/ / Other 

2, Wliat libraries do you find useful for material for this course? 

Rate 1-5 (1 most useful, 5 least useful) 

/ The University Center's library collection at Washington and Lee High School 

/ George Mason University library 

/ Fairfax County Public Library 

/ Prince William County Public Library 

/ Falls Church Public Library 

/ Arlington County Public Library 

/ Other public library ^_ 

I Technical library 

/ Other 

3, Why do you prefer a particular library? 

Rate 1-5 (1 most important reason, 5 least important reason) 
/ Proximity to home or work 
/ Selection of materials 
/ Other 



Comments : 
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tOLLKGK USE SURVEY 



] Siin miary Shed -» Number of Respondents - 1,315 

b ,,. 
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2-4 


5 or blank 


Tn^a^ 


1* 


Books 


6,65 . 


.. - -338 . 


312 


1315 






Prof, or trade journals 


397 


408' 


510 


1315 






Non-book 


110 


323 


882 


1315 






Other 


87 


69 


1159 


T^l 


^ 


— 


To Lai 


1259 


1138 


2863 


5260 


2.: 


Va» Center 


68 


117 


1130 


1315 






George Mason University 


115 


180 


1020 


1315 






Fairfax County 


356 


197 


762 


1315 






Prxnce Walliam County 


56 


36 


1223 


1315 






Falls Church 


17 


81 


1217 


1315 






Arlington County 




150 


964 


1315 






Other public 


99 


69 


1147 


1315 






Technical 


73 


17 


1225 


1315 






Other 


273 


74 


968 


1315 




Total 


1258 
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9656 


11835 




3. 


Proximity 


717 


281 


317 
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Selection 


467 


345 


503 


1315 






Other 


36 


37 


1242 


1315 




Total 


1220 1 
I 
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663 


2062 


3945 
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Non-book. 
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Fairfax County 
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Prince William County 
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Falls Church 


JL 
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Q ^ 


iUU 


Arlington County 
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Other public 
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87 
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93 
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73 
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26 
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Other 
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94 
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52 
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Summary Sheet - Column Percentages 
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11 
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Prince William County 
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13 


11 


Falls Church 
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13 


11 
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16 


10 


: 11 


Other public 
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13 
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23 


8 


8 
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61 
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May 21, 1973 



Subject: Independent Study on the Feasibility of Combining 
School and Public Library 



To: Fairfax County Council Library Committee 

From: Charles B. Mitchell, Recorder 
Subcommittee 



There has been a significant amount of research conducted on 
ttie feasibility of combining school and public libraries. 
The fact that the community, professional, and lay people are 
concerned is in itself a positive evaluation. Fairfax County 
is certainly one of the major contributing counties in our 
country and many communities will be observing the course 
that we pursue in this area. 

The principle justifications for the marriage of 'the two 
libraries are: 

1. Maximizing the use of the school building. 

2. Better relationship between parents and librarian 
which aid in reading guidance for the child. 

3. Larger and better book collection for the school. 

4. Better trained staff at a lower salary cost. 

5. An economy for the library due to free rent, maintenance, 
and utilities. 

6. Elimination of unnecessary duplication of books and 
materials. 

However, after extensive research, we concluded that such a 
plan would not be feasible for Fairfax County. In fact, this 
plan has not been successful in any system where it has been 
adopted and in every case has been discarded after a period 
of time. Librarians (public and school) in general seem to 
negate the concept of locating the public library in a public 
school. The principal reasons are: the residential location 
of the school; budgeting and financial procedures are not 
synonymous; the diverse goals of the school library and that 




o\ Lho public lihrnry; Iho iuliiil nisi niL Ivo and pollLlcal d 1 1 I cronccs ; 
Lho Utrroroncots In Lhe two pnHossions; Lhc difference in cllonlolc 
served; differences in catalogue and ADV systems; and the fact that 
the school library would control and limit the public use during 
scliool hours and also limit the security for the school building. 

Many specialists feel that the geographic location is a major 
consideration. Normally schools are established away from the 
business areas; should the public library be located in the school 
it would entail a long educational effort to convince adults that 
the public library was truly one and not a school library. Another 
concern would be the geographic location within the school. The 
pupils would prefer the center of the school; the most convenient 
place for adults and students from other schools would probably be 
at one of the ends of the building. Many adults would be reluctant 
to enter the school building because of studen classes in the 
library; noise, and general confusion. 

If the public library is located in a specific school, it tends 
to terminate the regular access and equality of service to other 
schools and the students tend to resent adults and other students 
from other schools. 

The purpose, philosophies, and the clientele of the school and public 
library arc entirely at odds. The school library is an extension of 
the school curriculum, educationally oriented, with different 
administrative needs. Diverse administrative problems are created 
by one library serving in a dual role. 

The educational background of the two types of staff are different. 
The public librarian stresses services to students and adults but 
does not include specialized training for working with teachers as 
a member of the school staff. The public librarian's curriculum 
emphasizes public library problems, adult education and municipal 
administration. 

The school librarian's program includes educational psychology, all 
forms of visual aids, practice teaching and school curriculum, and 
teaching classes to groups of students. 

Our specific recommendations are: 

1, Separate facilities should be maintained for school and public 
libraries. 

2, Greater communication and working relationships between both 
resources — public and school libraries. 

3, The establishment of a planning team representing both school 
and public libraries which would develop long and short range 
plans and goals for the two systems to work side by side. 
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4. The freer exchange oT materials (books, films, magazines, etc.) 
between school and public libraries. 

5. Library card« should he honored by botli public and school 
libraries and county residents should be permitted to use any 
county library (school or public). 



Fairfax County Council of PTAs 
Library Committee 

Mrs. J. E. Onesty, Chairman 
Mr. Charles Mitchell 
Mrs. Don Organ 
Mr. John Blum 
Mrs. Yaro Skalnik 
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